
Following their marriage the couple moved to Lafayette, Indiana, and Bill attended Purdue 

University while Marie worked for the Indiana Assoc. Telephone Co. Billôs major was Soils. 

He Spent a semester at Miami University in Oxford, OH, and that is where he became 

fascinated with Gems. 

Following graduation Bill and Marie moved back to Jay County to Portland. 

Continued on Page 2 

The Journays Display Handmade Jewelry May 4 

Gem Hobby Led to Gem Business 
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²ƻƻŘŎǊŜǎǘ wŜǝǊŜƳŜƴǘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
молл aŜǊŎŜǊ !ǾŜΦ  
5ŜŎŀǘǳǊΣ Lb пстоо 

 

9Ƴŀƛƭ ƴŦƻǊŘϪŀŘŀƳǎƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΦŎƻƳ ŦƻǊ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴ 

нсл-тнп-оомм 

wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘƘ 

Bill ñBootsò Journay was born on June 9, 

1920 in Jay County.  He and his family 

lived on the farm.  

Bill served in the Army and was overseas 

during WWII. When he returned after four 

years of service in March of 1946, he met 

Marie. Bill and Marie were married on             

August 31, 1947. 

Motherôs Day Time to               
Celebrate with Tea 

!ŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ bƻƻƪ 

May is here and it is time for us to get out and enjoy some sunshine!  

Motherôs Day is on Sunday, May 8. We will be offering complimentary mini manicures by Deb 

Shaffer on Monday, May 9 from 1:00-3:00; you may sign-up on the bulletin board.                                                         

While you are there do not forget to sign-up for the Ladies Tea on Wednesday, May 11 at 4:00 in 

the Campus Dining Room. We hope to see you there! Even if you are not a mother, you have had 

a mother, so please celebrate with us! 

Submitted by Natasha Ford 
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A unique treat is in store for us on Wednesday, May 4 , when Bill and Marie Journay exhibit his hand-made jewelry 

from 1:00-3:00 p.m. This will be a one ïday only event, so do mark your calendars. You wonôt want to miss this.                                                                                                                                                                                        

What a difference a month or so makes! Last month we were enduring yet more snow, ice, frigid cold- - and today we 
have lush green grass, budding trees, blooming flowers, nesting birds, and warmer days. What a difference a 
month makes! The fountain in the pond is now in operation, so there will be much for residents to see and enjoy in 

the beauty of Woodcrestôs campus. 

Remember Motherôs Day, May Day, Cinco de Mayo and Memorial Day ð but mostly, just get out and enjoy the merry 

month of May. 

9ƭƭŜƴ aŀƴƴ 

The Journayõs Display Handmade Jewelry May 4 

Continued from page 1, 

Bill was a teacher at Madison High School and Marie worked for the Bank of Portland. He taught 

there for two and a half years, then got a job teaching Biology and Geology for Bellmont High School. 

The couple moved to Decatur and had a farm on County Road 000. Bill and Marie had three Boys. 

When Bill began teaching for Bellmont he was familiar with lapidary work with gems and crystals. He 

decided he would share his love of gems and crystals with his students. Materials and equipment 

were purchased for the school. Bill then decided he could do better. He purchased equipment to 

begin making jewelry out of their home. After the first three years Bill and Marie had given the jewelry away, people start-

ed to ask them, ñWhy are you not charging for this?ò So they began to sell the jewelry and once a hobby, now actually 

started to pay for itself.  

Bill and Marie started attending craft shows throughout the country selling their jewelry. The Journays have always guar-

anteed their work and are proud to say that not one piece of jewelry has ever been returned. 

Bill retired from Bellmont in 1981 after 30 years of teaching. A few things that are quite notable during his tenure; Bill and 

his students from the science club are responsible for the first Earth Day; he and his students picked up trash alongside 

the roads and dumped it on the courthouse square, which some of you may remember.  

Bill coached livestock and forestry judging, he is responsible for seven state champions in forestry and the 4H leader of 

Northeast Indiana. Two of his students earned a perfect score in the individual state contest. 

Bill and Marie have traveled the United States selling their jewelry and have gems from all over the world spanning all the 

way to Russia and China.  

Bill and Marie moved to Woodcrest in December of 2008. They are down to one show a year; 

however their daughter-in-law is now also selling the jewelry. 

On Wednesday, May 4,  Bill and Marie are going to have a ñJewelry Displayò from 1:00 ï 3:00 in 

Activity Room A. Come and see a lifelong hobby that turned into a thirty year business. 

Reported by Natasha Ford 

From the Editor: 
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As the disciples OBEYED and PRAYED a unity devel-

oped and for the first time they used Scipture as their 

guide in decision making (Acts 1:15-26). Prayer is de-

signed to adjust our will to Godôs will for us and then we 

are ready for Him to move in mighty ways in our lives. 

Even as He did on the day of Pentecost in (Acts 2:1-4). 

If we will obey and pray, God will answer in our days. 

Submitted by Chaplain John Follett 

Henry Blackaby says; ñPrayer does not give us spiritual 

power. Prayer aligns our lives with God so that he 

chooses to demonstrate His power through us.ò Prayer 

does not convince God to change our circumstances 

but it prepares us to join God in his activity. 

Before Pentecost, Jesus instructed His disciples to wait 

in Jerusalem until they received the promise of the Fa-

ther, (Acts 1:4). So after He was taken up to the Father, 

they returned to the upper room in Jerusalem and wait-

ed. However they did not just wait; they continued in 

prayer and supplication, not to convince God to do their 

bidding but to align their willôs with Godôs, (Acts1:14). 

A Message from the Executive Director 

Bible Corner By Chaplain John Follett 

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ tǊŀȅŜǊΚ                                 
!Ŏǘǎ м ϧ н 

 October 1, 2011, is the proposed date for the Extended Care Unit from AMH to 

join the Woodcrest Retirement Community as Adams Health Network Rehabilitation Unit. 

Construction will begin as early as May 1 to transform the B wing into a state of the art 

rehabilitation unit specializing in orthopedic recovery. The B wing operated as a locked 

Alzheimer unit until it was closed due to decreased occupancy. 

 The board approved moving the Extended Care Unit to Woodcrest at itôs recent 

meeting held in March, 2011. The unit will consist of 14 private suites, a therapy depart-

ment, an apartment for transition back to home, and a therapy pool, which will be availa-

ble for all residents residing in the retirement community.  

 Extended Care will have a new home, but services will remain unchanged. Ther-

apists, physicians, and staff will continue to provide the highest standard of care with the 

goal of rehabbing the residents back to their homes.  

Submitted by Rosina Thatcher 

ECU Unit Construction Begins in May 

2ÏÓÉÎÁ 4ÈÁÔÃÈÅÒȟ %ØÅÃÕÔÉÖÅ 

$ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ 
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New Resident 

Mˉʦ 

Rozann Kwasneski Moves into Villa 23 in April 
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LOCAL NOTE: Congratulations to Barb Kohne, Ed Sprunger, and Keith Frey! They each               

receive one free month for their referrals! 

After hearing Rosina Thatcher speak at an Adams County Nurses Association meeting about 

Woodcrest, Rozann Kwasneski visited here and decided a villa was what she wanted. She 

moved in April . Rozann was born in South Bend and graduated from St. Joseph Academy in 

1951. She attended St. Maryôs College for Nursing and graduated in 1954. 

She met her husband, Daniel Kwasneski, who attended Central Catholic High School in South 

Bend and graduated in 1950. She married him in 1955. He was an Indiana State Policeman and 

was transferred from Indianapolis to work all of Adams County so they moved to Decatur. She 

worked as a surgical nurse at Adams County Hospital. 

After her husbandôs retirement in Decatur, they moved to Michigan in 1968 and he worked for 

the City of Flint for 20 years, retired and moved back to Decatur in 1990. Her husband died in 

1997. 

Seven of her children were born in Decatur and one in Michigan. One daughter died in Decatur. 

Her children are Mary Vasas, husband Jonathon and one son; she is a social worker in Michigan. 

Susan Kwasneski is a nurse in Vermont. 

Jane Kwasneski works with computers and lives in Clarkston, Michigan 

Daniel, a chemist, works for Dow Chemical in Victoria, Texas. 

Christopher has two sons and works for the State of Michigan in Human Resources and lives in Lansing. 

Joseph (Wife Leslie) is a manager for Dollar Tree in Pontiac, Michigan. 

Jill and husband John have two sons and she is an elementary teacher in a Catholic School in St. Louis, Missouri. 

She enjoys her villa at Woodcrest, all the friendly people, new friends and all of the activities here. 

Reported by Catherine Laucks 

Sˏ˚i˛ʞ M˛ɵˏntʟ 

Little Tony asked his grandma how old she 

was. 

Grandma answered, ñ39 and holding.ò 

Tony thought for a moment, and then said, 

ñAnd how old would you be if you let go?ò 

Submitted by Eileen Zeissig 

11 Mabel Bushong 

19 Wayne Stuckey 

19 Billie Stuckey 

19 Keith Frey 

25 Gertrude Dickerson 

28 Lee Bushong 

Mˉʦ                

An˚˔ʁˏrsˉˠʦ 

6 Ed & Marilyn Sprunger 
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Motherôs Day is a day honoring mothers, celebrated on various days in many places around the world. Motherôs Day celebrates moth-

erhood generally and the positive contributions of mothers to society. It is complemented by Fatherôs Day, a celebration honoring fa-

thers that was established after Motherôs day. 

While Chrisitian and pre-chrisitian societies in Europe commonly celebrated a forerunner of todayôs holiday, the contemporary Moth-

erôs Day in the United States resulted from a campaign for peace and reconciliation after the American Civil War. Julia Ward Howe 

wrote her Motherôs Day Proclamation in 1870, and Anna Marie Jarvis, following the death of her mother on May 9, 1905, devoted her 

life to establishing Motherôs Day as a national, and later an international, holiday. 

As the tradition of Motherôs Day spread, the emphasis shifted from being a movement for pacifism and reform to an appreciation of 

mothers in general. Today in the west, particularly the United States, Motherôs Day has become a major commercial enterprise, with 

enormous sums of money spent on flowers, greeting cards, jewelry, pampering gifts such as spa treatments, and dining out. Never-

theless, despite the commercialization and material emphasis, the recognition of mothers on this day does serve to remind all people 

of the value of motherhood and to appreciate the essential role their mothers played in forming and nurturing them. 

Submitted by Barbara Kohne 

Motherõs Day 

Mˉʦ Dˉʦ 

Well, it is a fact that May Day, which children do enjoy with all vibes, is not an overly prominent holiday in America. Yet, it does have a 

long and notable history as one of the worldôs principal festivals. The orgin of May Day as a day for celebration dates back to the days 

even before the birth of Christ. And like many ancient festivals it too has a Pagan connection. 

By the middle ages  every English village had its Maypole. The bringing in of the Maypole from the woods was a great occasion and 

was accompanied by much rejoicing and merrymaking. The maypoles were of all sizes. And one village 

would vie with another to show who could produce the tallest Maypole. Maypoles were usually set up for the 

day in small towns, but in London and the larger towns they were erected permanently. 

The Maypole tradition suffered a setback for about a couple of decades since the Puritan Long  Parliament 

stopped it in 1644. However, with the return of the Stuarts, the Maypole reappeared and the festivities of May 

Day were again enjoyed. 

Trees have been linked to a part of celebration, perhaps, to the days ancient New Year rites.  The associa-

tion of trees to this celebration has come riding on the back of the spring festival in ancient Europe. Trees have always been the sym-

bol of the great vitality and fertility of nature and were often used at the spring festivals of antiquity. 

The puritans frowned on May Day, so the day has never been celebrated with as much enthusiasm in the United States as in Great 

Britain. But the tradition of velerating May Day by dancing and singing around a maypole, tied with colorful streamers or ribbons, sur-

vived as a part of the English tradition. The kids celebrating the day by moving back and forth around the pole with the streamers, 

choosing of a May queen, and hanging of  May baskets on the doorknobs of folksï are all the leftovers of the old European tradition. 

Submitted by Barbara Kohne 


