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Fatherôs Day is not a federal holiday. Organizations, businesses and stores are open or closed, 

just as they are on any other Sunday in the year. Public transit systems run to their normal Sun-

day schedules. Restaurants may be busier than usual, as some people take their fathers out for a 

treat.  

There is a range of events, which may have inspired the idea of Fatherôs day. One of these was the 

start of the Motherôs Day tradition in the first decade of the 20th century. Another was a memorial 

service held in 1908 for a large group of men, many of them fathers, who were killed in a mining 

accident in Monongah, West Virginia in December 1907. 

A woman called Sonora Smart Dodd was an influential figure in the establishment of Fatherôs Day. 

Her father raised six children by himself after the death of their mother. This was uncommon at 

that time, as many widowers placed their children in the care of others or quickly remarried again. 

Sonora was inspired by the work of Anna Jarvis, who had pushed for Motherôs Day celebrations. 

Sonora felt that her father deserved recognition for what he had done. The first time Fatherôs Day 

was held in June was in 1910. Fatherôs Day was officially recognized as a holiday in 1972 by Presi-

dent Nixon.      

Reported by Barbara Kohne 

Marvin Baird retires after 22 years 
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  Marvin Baird will be retiring this July after 22 years of service 

to Adams County.  Marvin had first come into contact with Ad-

ams County Hospital in 1984. He was conducting a study for 

the hospital to see if the hospital should include an extended 

care unit.  The second interaction came in 1988. At that time, 

Marvin was asked to conduct another study for the hospital. 

This time he was asked to investigate if the hospital should 

purchase Community Care Nursing home, which is now Ever-

green. In 1989, Marvin delivered the plan to the board and the 

administrator at the time, Andy Barrett. During the time Marvin was there delivering the plan, 

Mr. Barrett was wanting to resign. He had found another job, however, in the beginning of his 

administration tenure, he signed a six month resigning agreement. Mr. Barrett wanted out of 

the six month agreement as he wanted to move on to his next job. Marvin offered to the board 

that he would stay at Adams County for the 6 months until they could find a replacement. Well, 

six months turned into 22 years. ñThey never found a replacement and Iôve been happy the last 

22 years.ò Marvin stated. 

As of July 1, 1989, Marvin was the CEO of Adams County Hospital. The old hospital had three 

construction programs in that building. One was the original 1923 building. The middle part was 

from the 1957 addition and the newest part was added in 1974/1975. The 1923 building had 

been closed for hospital purposes and the county used it for offices until they moved to the old 

Decatur High School building. 

Continued on Page 2 
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Marvin Baird continued from page 1 

LOCAL NOTE: 

On May 9th, Alice Sirk moved into Garden Apartment 305, On May 28th Harold & Ellen Thieme will be moving 

into Garden Apartment 503, and on May 31st Hubert & Roberta Isch will be moving into Villa 33. Welcome to 

Woodcrest! 

The first year Marvin was administrator, it was apparent that the board didnôt know what to expect long term. Two 

things came about at the same time: one, the hospital needed to be more than just acute care, ñThe hospital needed to 

be more than just a hospital in order to meet the needs of the community.ò stated Baird. Two, the hospital needed to 

provide some sort of long term care to meet those needs of our community. When the hospital purchased Community 

Care Nursing home, later renamed Lakeside Nursing Home, this was the beginning of their philosophy. As the board 

toured through the new nursing home, they decided people needed a better place to be. The community needed pri-

mary care services and long term care facilities. 

In 1990, Vic Porter had started Woodcrest. Originally, Woodcrest was intended for Independent living and a small nurs-

ing home. After having interest in Woodcrest the hospital board and the administration with Vic Porter thought it would 

be easier if one entity owned Woodcrest and Lakeside nursing home. In 1991 Adams County Hospital merged with 

Woodcrest. In 1992 when the Woodcrest nursing was added on, Lakeside made the move to Woodcrest nursing and 

remodeled Lakeside into assisted living which is now called Evergreen. This is how assisted living, the nursing home, 

and independent living came to Adams County. 

Following the creation of long term care, Marvin and the board turned their vision to the hospital. Is the hospital going 

to make changes, shut down, or grow. Several studies were done to look at adding onto the hospital. What the studies 

indicated was, the cost of adding on would be almost 80% of what it would cost to build a new hospital. It would also 

take four years to complete construction and that did not include what the loss in revenue would be during that time. 

The decision came to build a new hospital. But where? Their first thought was on highway 27. Vic Porter then offered 

the hospital his land, at no cost, as long as the hospital was built there. The hospital accepted Vicôs offer. In 2001 an 

architect firm was hired to develop the new hospital plans. In 2003 the plans were finally ready and construction began 

in July 2003. As most of you remember this is when the great flood occurred and construction was delayed until Octo-

ber 2003.  

On July 4, 2005 the hospital hosted its grand opening. They had three days of open house and about 10,000 people 

from the community and surrounding counties toured the new hospital. The wood floors in Marvinôs office, the gift shop 

and the board room are the original wood floors from the 1923 hospital. The number one thing people wanted to tour 

was the morgue. Demolishing the old building was decided almost right away. One year later the original hospital of 

Adams County was demolished. 

Tom Nordwick will be Adams Memorial Hospitalôs new CEO. Marvin will be retiring on July 14. He will stay here until             

August 30 only supervising and assisting Mr. Nordwick with the transition. He will officially take over then at the end of 

August. 

Marvin would like to travel in his retirement, but has no big plans. He said he had never acquired any hobbies over the 

years. He would like to do some genealogy on his wifeôs side and possibly even write a book on the history of Adams 

County Hospital. He has located some 1920ôs newspaper clippings regarding the opening of the original hospital. He 

may work part time or volunteer somewhere. ñAnd a little note to Woodcrest before I leave,ò stated Marvin, ñ You will 

have your garage for the Woodcrest Bus.ò 

Reported by Eileen Zeissig 

Natasha Ford also contributed to this story 



June Birthdays  

A Message from the Executive Director 
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New Service for Our Residentsé.. 

 A Hydroworx Pool will be available for the Woodcrest Community as 

early as this October.  The pool will be 11 feet by 6 İ feet and can be as 

deep as 6 feet. The size makes it less intimidating than normal pools.   

There is a remote control to lower the pool floor and it can stop at any depth 

from just a few inches to 6 feet.  The entire floor rises, so when you step in, 

you are not in water and you control the descent if you are apprehensive.   

The floor of the pool can be a treadmill and it starts out at just .2 mph, which 

is a very slow speed.  If walking causes your hips or knees to hurt, this may 

be a safe pain-free way to exercise to benefit your heart and lungs.   

The pool will be heated to 92 degrees which will make it comfortable for exer-

cising.   

We would like to know if you plan to use the pool.  Please complete the      

survey below and drop in the designated box in the lobby by June 30. 

Thank you, Rosina Thatcher 

 

Name:         

I will use the pool:    I will not use the pool:      

Best time of day for me to use the pool is:        

I would be comfortable exercising alone in the pool:     

I prefer supervision while using the pool:      

Comments:             

              

              

               

ф .ƛƭƭ WƻǳǊƴŀȅ 
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нп aŀǊƛŜ WƻǳǊƴŀȅ 

ну IŀǊƻƭŘ ¢ƘƛŜƳŜ 

June Anniversary 
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Summer Solstice 
In 2011, summer begins June 21, 1:16 p.m. EDT. 

Solstice, from the Latin for sun stands still, in astronomy, either of the two points on the ecliptic that lie midway between 

the equinoxes. 

At the solstices the sunôs apparent position on the celestial sphere reaches its greatest distance above or below the 

celestial equator, about 23 1/2 degree of arc. At the time of summer solstice, around June 20 or 21, the sun is directly 

overhead at noon at the Tropic of Cancer. 

In the Northern Hemisphere the longest day and shortest night of the year occur on this date, marking the beginning of 

summer.  

At winter solstice, about December 22, the sun is overhead at noon at the Tropic of Capricorn; this marks the beginning 

of winter in the Northern Hemisphere. For several days before and after each solstice the sun appears to stand still in 

the sky, i.e., its noontime elevation does not seem to change from day to day. 

Reported by Barbara Kohne 

June is here so lets get MOVING! Fatherôs day is June 19. All of our male residents are invited 

to a Fatherôs day breakfast at 8:30 a.m. on Friday, June 17 in the dining room.  

A few big events this month that you should mark on your calendar;  

June 2, there will be a Concert by the Pond featuring the LBD Trio from 4:00-5:30, popcorn and 

water will be available. Donôt forget your lawn chairs!  

 Thursday, June 23 we will be having a Strawberry Fling from 2-4.  Come on down to the dining 

room for some delicious strawberry shortcake and a variety of fruit in a Chocolate fountain!  

Tuesday, June 28, is the scheduled date for the next town hall meeting in the porter Auditorium at 12:30 p.m. 

Please come to wish Marvin Baird good luck as he will retire this summer! Please join us following the meeting in 

the dining room for desserts!        wŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ bŀǘŀǎƘŀ CƻǊŘ 

Activities Nook 

.ÁÔÁÓÈÁ &ÏÒÄ 

Ascension Day is 40 Days after Easter (June 2, 2011) 
Ascension Day beliefs in America were, most prevalent among the Pennsylvania Dutch, who considered Good Friday and 

Ascension Day to be the two holiest days of the year. 

No work of any kind was permitted. If a woman did any sewing, this placed her or the house in danger of being struck by 

lightening. Sweeping the house was prohibited, and failure to abide by this would gain you a house full of fleas or ants. 

On this day when no one worked, fishing became the usual pastime, and the day came to be known as ñFishing Day.ò  

Alfred L. Shoemaker in his book Eastertide in Pennsylvania finds the reason for the popularity of fishing in sympathetic 

magic: as Christ ascended into heaven, so would the fish come to the surface of the water. 

Groups of young men formed shooting parties and killed as many predatory birds as they could. 

The birds were nailed, wings outstretched, to the barns. 

Herbs and teas were gathered, and it was believed that if a drink made from seven kinds of tea was taken on Ascension 

Day, a person would be immune to contagious diseases for the remainder of the year. 

Submitted by Catherine Laucks 



Alice Sirk now resides in Garden Apartment 305 
Alice Sirk moved into apartment 305 in May 2011 to be closer to her family. 

She grew up in Blue Creek Township and graduated from Pleasant Mills High School in 1943. 

She was a cosmetology graduate and served as a beautician in Fort Wayne for 20 years. She 

met James W. Sirk in the H & M shoe store in 1949 and married him in 1950. He was a pur-

chasing agent at Magnavox for 35 years, retiring in 1990. He died in October 2003. 

They had two children. Wylie was born in 1953. He graduated from Elmhurst High School in 

1971. He served in the Navy two years. He graduated with an Elementary degree from Indiana 

University. He taught school and continued taking classes, became a principal and at present 

is Superintendent of North Adams Community Schools. His wife Jeanie is a nurse working for 

a doctor at Lutheran Hospital in Ft. Wayne. They have a son and two daughters. 

Second son Frederic Allen (Fritz) was born in 1958. He graduated from Homestead High School in 1976 and attended 

Indiana University. He has worked at the Water Co. of New Haven for 22 years; he also farms and raises cattle. His wife 

Lorie is a consulting nurse. They have four children, one daughter and three sons. 

Mrs. Sirk enjoys her apartment and all the friendly people at Woodcrest. 

Reported by Catherine Laucks 

Bible Corner By Chaplain John Follett 

òPrayer is the mightiest weaponó 
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     Memorial Day was designed to preserve the memory of people, and things in history, so that we can 

learn                    from them and honor those who sacrificed to make it and preserve the good things from it. 

In every arena of American Life Godôs laws are being openly, flagrantly  violated. It would follow that Godôs wrath will not 

long be restrained. But Godôs word says there is hope; there is a solution. When Godôs people pray in earnest. It makes 

a difference. 

ñI have been driven many times upon my knees by the overwhelming conviction that I had nowhere else to go. My own 

wisdom, and that of all about me, seemed insufficient for that day.ô ABRAHAM LINCOLN 

Great leaders in our history have recognized the need to rely upon Godôs wisdom and guidance, and when America has 

experienced great blessings in victories, great strides in overcoming difficult circumstances God has been there. 

ñKnowing that intercessory prayer is our mightiest weapon and the supreme call for all Christians today, I pleadingly urge 

our people everywhere to pray. Believing that prayer is the greatest contribution that our people can make in this critical 

hour, I humbly urge that we take time to pray-to really pray. 

ñLet there be prayer at sunup, at noonday, at sundown, at midnight-all through the day. Let us all pray for our children, 

our youth, our aged, our pastors, our homes. Let us pray for our churches. 

ñLet us pray for ourselves, that we may not lose the word óconcernô out of our Christian vocabulary. Let us pray for our 

nation. Let us pray for those who have never known Jesus Christ and redeeming love, for moral forces everywhere, for 

our national leaders. 

ñLet prayer be our passion. Let prayer be our practice.ò ROBERT E. LEE 

Remember to PRAY! 

Provided by Chaplain John Follett 

NEW RESIDENT 



Highlights of the Holland, Michigan, Trip 
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Woodcrest bus left at 4:45 a.m. to meet S & S Travel bus at Ft. Wayne, then on to Kendallville, Auburn, Goshen and 

finally Holland, Michigan. 

First stop was the Veldheer Tulip Garden. What a beautiful sight! 

Acres of tulips, daffodils, hyacinths of all colors. Most were in full 

bloom but many still budding. This garden is home to over five mil-

lion tulips each year with bulbs and perennials arriving from the 

four corners of the world. 

Each year after blooming, the bulbs are dug and sold in the fall; 

then new bulbs are planted in alternating areas each year. Many 

bulbs and perennials plus lots of ornaments, gifts and souvenirs 

were available for sale. 

Lunch was a buffet at the Dutch Restaurant in the Dutch Village. Lots of good food and I especially like the Dutch pota-

to salad and the cooked red cabbage. 

We had time to explore the Village which featured wooden shoe making, candle carv-

ing, ice cream and fudge making and a large gift shop. 

The Windmill Island was our next stop. We walked through gardens of tulip and lovely 

landscaping before crossing the bridge to the historical Windmill De Zwann which is 

Dutch for ñThe Swanò or graceful bird. The mill is over 240 years old and is a grain mill. 

It was brought here from the Netherlands in 1864. There are six floors in this windmill 

and we were able to climb up to the 4th floor. The blades are eight feet long and six 

feet wide. 

Our tour guide told us that this windmill had been used in WWII as a hiding place for 

US soldiers who were caught behind enemy lines. A few years ago, one of these men 

came to Holland to tell of his experience in this very windmill. 

To me, this stop was the highlight of the trip. 

Our supper stop was at a Culvers Restaurant in Niles, Michigan, which was great and 

fast service. 

The weather was excellent while on the tour but rain showers on the way back. Home by 9:45 p.m. A very enjoyable 

trip! 

Reported by Eileen Zeissig 

From the Editor:  
A sincere thank you to Bill & Marie Journay for their fine exhibit of Billôs hand-made jewelry. I hope you all had a chance 

to see it. 

A special thank you to Woodcrest for the tasty womenôs tea in honor of Motherôs Day. 

Congratulations to Bill and Jackie Smith as they celebrate their 60th wedding anniversary on June 17. Please stop and 

see them on June 18 in activity room A from 2-4. 

We all want to send our very best wishes to Natasha Ford and Mark Graves who will be married June 8 in Folly Beach, 

South Carolina. Natasha is our invaluable activities director and Mark is the owner/chef of Markoôs on 2nd in Decatur. 

Please remember the special events coming up in June: Concert by the pond on June 2 and the Strawberry Fling on 

June 23. Weôll order sunshine! 

Ellen Mann 


